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REVIEWS. 


ends here. He must be taught that this is not childbed sanitation. 
Again and again must the matter be brought to his understanding, and 
if in one generation a great revolution, partly of practice and partly of 
morals, is brought about, we may well be content. We believe that no 
recent work will contribute so much to this end as that which is here 
reviewed. Everywhere this practice is insisted on and taught in its 
most elaborate detail and will secure constant reference for a long time 
to come. 

The publishers have mechanically turned out a work very nearly 
perfect. They have been liberal in the matter of illustrations—a subject 
that does not always run smooth between writers and the publishers in 
cooperative works, but here the authors have nothing to complain of. 
It is to be regretted that the general index at the conclusion of this 
volume is not as complete as it ought to be in a work of such encyclo¬ 
paedic character. E. V. De W. 


The Operative Treatment of the Hypertrophied Prostate. Rv 
Francis Sedgwick Watson, M.D. Pp. 1G7, with 34 photogravure 
plates. Boston: Cupples & Hurd, 1888. 

In this elegantly printed and illustrated work the author has collected 
anatomical and clinical data with the object “to supply, or, at least, to 
suggest, a rationale, based upon an analytical study of the actual con¬ 
ditions that are encountered, in the hope of placing this whole subject 
upon a rational basis that may serve as a ground for future operative 
action.” He begins with a brief account of the various methods of ope¬ 
ration, palliative and radical, heretofore employed, and follows it with a 
review of the indications for operation, and of the state of surgical 
opinion upon the subject at the present time. He then gives represen¬ 
tations of actual size by photogravure of thirty specimens of enlarged 
prostate, brief clinical histories of 45 cases of prostatotomy or prosta¬ 
tectomy, tabulates the results, and closes with a few conclusions. 

The study of the specimens shows that in 27 of the 30 cases median 
enlargement of the prostate formed the chief obstacle to urination, and 
that in 21 cases it “could have been successfully reached and incised, 
or partially or wholly removed, through the perineal route, by any one 
possessing an index finger which has a reaching length of three inches 
or more;” and that in 10 cases the bladder was so small that the supra¬ 
pubic operation would have failed. In 7 cases the distance of the 
median enlargement from the perineum was so great that a perineal 
operation would have failed. 

The clinical data of radical operations show a mortality of 17 per cent., 
8 deaths in 45 cases; and that 18 of the patients “ were relieved, at any 
rate, for one year.” “Of 19 palliative operations by drainage, 5 were 
relieved, at any rate, for one year.” 

He recommends: “In a given case (suitable for operation) open the 
membranous urethra, put in your finger and explore. Twice out of 
three times the operation can be completed by this route. In the other 
third of the cases, the long perineal distance, or the form of the median 
enlargement, will make the supra pubic operation necessary.” 
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In cases in which the patient’s condition will not permit the radical 
operation, drainage through the perineum is ordinarily the best. 

We note on page 162 a singular blemish in so well prepared and 
scholarly a work, jenestmm for fenestra. L. A. S. 


Die Mikroorgani8men der Mundhohle. Die Grtlichen und allge- 

MEINEN ErKRANKUNGEN, WELCHE DURCH DIE8ELBEN HERVORGERUFEN 
werden. Von W. D. Miller, Dr. med. et phil., Professor am zahnarzt- 
lichen Institute der Universitat Berlin. 

Tiie Microorganisms of the Mouth; the Local and General Dis¬ 
eases Caused by Them. By W. D. Miller, M.D., Ph.D., Professor at 
the Dental Institute of the Univeraiy of Berlin. 8vo., pp. xx., 305; 112 
illustrations and 1 colored plate. Leipzig: Georg Thieine, 1889. 

The need has long been felt of a work presenting clearly our knowl¬ 
edge of the microorganisms of the mouth, and of their relations to dis¬ 
eases of the general system as well as to those of the oral cavity itself. 
Up to the present time the literature of the subject has been scattered 
through numerous periodicals in several languages. In the book before 
us Dr. Miller has collected the authenticated facts in this department of 
mycology, so many of which he himself contributed. But his book is 
far from being a mere compilation, for in it are to be found many new 
observations by its author, making it of unusual interest. 

Being intended as much for the use of the dentist as for that of the 
physician, it has seemed wise to present at the beginning a short sum¬ 
mary of our knowledge of the properties of microorganisms in general, 
and especially of their relationship to fermentation and disease. The 
mouth is then shown to afford all the conditions necessary for their 
growth. It is accordingly not to be wondered at that certain species 
should be almost constant inhabitants of it; indeed, a number of these 
have thus far shown themselves to be incapable of growth outside their 
usual abode. Beside the twenty-two varieties described by the author 
in the Independent Practitioner, in 1885, thirty new species have been 
cultivated, seven of which occur with sufficient frequency to warrant 
their description in the text. It is shown that these microorganisms of 
the mouth differ in no essential feature from other germs in their rela¬ 
tions to putrefaction and fermentation; but that, in addition, a number 
of them have the power of converting albuminoid substances into pep¬ 
tone. The lactic acid fermentation was found to be the most frequent, 
the acetic and butyric acid fermentations being thought by the author 
not to take place under ordinary circumstances in the mouth. 

On page 91 begins an extended discussion of the causes of caries of 
the teeth. The various theories which have been advanced in explana¬ 
tion of this process are reviewed and discarded as untenable. This can 
hardly excite surprise when it is known that most of them antedate the 
present century. By way of example, we may cite the theory prevalent 
m the time or Scribonius (43 A. D.), that dental caries is due to the 
presence of worms in the teeth, a theory which, by the way, has survived 



